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ADVERTISEMENT. ; 
SHOULD any think the Author chargeable with 
preſumption, in offering to the Public this plain 
praftical Diſcourſe, compoſed in haſte for the oc- 
caſion, without any thought of its ever again ſeeing 
the light; — lie has only to ſay, that the earneſt and 
general requeſt of the hearers, who ' contrabuted 
liberally; and the hope of adding ſomething to- 
the collection, by the advantages of the fale (which 
will be increaſed by the Printer's handſomely relin- 
quiſhing his own profits) ; have prevailed on him to 
reviſe his notes, and to preſent them in as finiſhed 
a ſtate, as the ſpace of a few days and his many 
engagements would permit. Such as it is, he com- 
mats the Sermon to the candour of the reader, 
| and to the Be ing of God. 

: W. K 


SOUTHAMPTON, 
Aug. 27, 1800 


Is 


SERMON. 


— — 6 


T the inſtance of the Lord Biſhop of the 
Dioceſs, I have been requeſted, with ſome 
of my Brethren, to co-operate with the Miniſters 
of the Pariſhes, throughout the County of Hants, 
in an endeavour to aid the cauſe of the CounTY 
 HoseiTaL, eſtabliſhed at Winchefter ; a. truly 
charitable and noble Inſtitution ; which hath 
been bleſſed of God, for the relief and refto- 
ration of many thouſands of the poor, afflicted - 
with diſeaſes and caſualties; who might other- 
_ wiſe have languiſhed long in helpleſs miſery, 
and many of them, after all their ſufferings, 
been loſt to the world. 

It appears, however, that the expences of 
this charity greatly exceed the income, from 
cauſes unavoidable, and likely to be of long 
continuance; that to remedy this misfortune, 
tw o things arc neceſſary,—to reduce expence, 
'B and, 


table and well-diſpoſed. In conſequence of 


N 
and, if poſſible, to increaſe income. For the 5 
firſt purpoſe, many recommendations muſt of 
neceſſity be diſcouraged, many deplorable ob- 
jects be rejected. For the ſecond purpoſe, 
among other propofals, it appears to the com- 
mittee, that a Charity Sermon delivered in 
every pariſh throughout the county on an ap- 
pointed day, and followed by a collection at 
the doors of tbe church, would be a deſirable 
means of procuring the alms of the chari- 


which ſtatements, the Lord Biſhop, in a Cir 
cular Letter, addreſſed © to the Reverend the 
“ Clergy of the County of Hants,” calls upon 
them, and earneſtly , recommends their con- 
. eurrence with the governors and himſelf in 
- this, meaſure; by preaching a Sermon, and 
making a Collection, on Sunday, the ſeven- 
teenth day of Auguſt; and then his Lordſhip 
adds: As this is a work of general hu- 
“ manity, and the benefits furniſhed to the 
e poor by this hoſpital, are ſupplied with- 
“out diſtinction of religion, ſect, or party, 
te it is hoped that ALL. will be equally in- 
& clined to promote it; and if there are in 
« your pariſh any meeting-houſes, or chapels, 
* frequented by perſons profeſſing to diſſent 
cc from the Church of England, you will do 
M well to apply to the * and principal 
f - Does perſons 


8 


* * 
3 


** 
* perſons compoſing ſuch congregations; re- 
queſting their aſſiſtance, by the ſame means, 


or any other which they may think more 
proper, in this 4 25 work of common con- 


* cern,” 


In cheerful compliance with ſo liberal a 
requeſt, I would propel « as the theme of our 
ON, 


PSALM XII, VER, 


« Blefſed is he that confidereth ti poor: the Lord 
* rwrll deliver him in time of trouble. | The Lord will 
* preſerve him, and keep him alive; and he ſhall be 
&* blefſed upon the earth : and thou wilt not deliver 


Aim unto the will of his enemies. The Lord uit 


* frengthen him upon the bed of langu Ming. thou 
* wolt make all his bed in his ſickneſs." 


THESE words comprehend the osJzcrs - 
of our attention, the NATURE OP THE RE- 
ARD Which is to ſhown to them, and 
the BLEsSEDNEsS of thoſe who compaſſionately 
conſider and conſcientiouſly relieve them. 


The o0BIECTS recommended by this part 
of Holy Scripture, are THE Poor, It may 
be to our preſent purpoſe to obſerve, that 


2 the original word commonly | w_ to ex- 


BY _ preſs 


a 2 — 
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preſs. ſimply the cafe of the poor, as affliffed 
and depreſſed, is not employed in this place; 
but another term, which conveys the idea of 
being exhauſted and ſpent; and is particularly ap- 
plied to the weak and fickly, who are emaciated 
by diſeaſe; and alſo to thoſe, whoſe worldly 
ſubſtance is ſo drained, that they have not 
the power and means, in themſelves, of re- 


cruiting and reſtoring their health and vigour. 


The objects recommended to your notice, are 


ſuch as are at the ſame time viſited with both 


SICKNESS and POVERTY. 
But let it not be forgotten, that this is 


@ true deſcription of the ſpiritual fituation of 


every. child of Adam,—of every one of us. 


We are both diſeaſed and deſtitute, * . 4 5 e 


and miſcrable and poor,” * , There is no 
health in us.” F © The whole head is ſick;“ 


the eye of the underſtanding is beclouded and 


darkened; the whole heart is faint;” the 
will and the affections, with reſpect to things 
ſpiritual and eternal, are languid and cold, 


inſenſible, and even dead; „from the ſole 


*of the foot, even unto the head, there is 
e no ſoundneſs; but wounds, and bruiſes, and 
* putrefying ſores.” Apt, though awful figures 


of (thoſe poiſonous errors, thoſe odious paſ- 


, Wav. tin 37. - + Liturgy. +; Vaiah., i. 6, 6. 
| | fions, 
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ſions, thoſe hideous abominations, thoſe deſ- 
tructive crimes, which, generated from the 
corruption of the heart, break out, viſibly, in 
high and low, in rich and poor; and which 
ſpread their infectious influence like a peſti- 
lence among us. How many feel the ſecret 


throbbings of guilt in their conſciences, which 
they dare not own, and know not how to 


aſſuage But how much greater the number, 


whoſe conſciences are ſeared by cuſtom, 


whoſe hearts are hardened by infidelity, © or 


intoxicated and ſtupified by the ſpirit of the 


world. All are inſenſible, till quickened by 
divine grace. * Neither haye we well-grounded 
hope or help in ourſelyes. Our moral ſtrength 
is exhauſted, F We cannot get rid of our 
guilt, by any atonement we can offer; and we 


have no diſpoſition humbly to apply to God for 
aſſiſtance; “ tied and bound with the chain 


of our fins, till the pitiſulneſs of his great 
© mercy looſe us. 1 No worldly preſerip- 


tions, no earthly phyſicians, are of any effi- 
cacious value, in our deſperate caſe. Not all 


the wiſdom of the wiſey not all the ſuggeſtions 
of philoſophy and mere human reaſon, . can 
avail, to aſſure us how guilt can be pardoned, 


how blindneſs of heart $ may be removed, how 


* Eph. ii. 1. + Rom. v. 6. f Liturgy. h.Eph. iv. 18, 
J the 


% 
— —— 


— 


. | 
the. dominion of reigning vice may be taken 
away, and how power to perform that which 
is good may be obtained.“ The diſeaſes of the 
mind are beyond the reach of any thing ex- 


| ternal. Neither the riches, nor the honours, 
nor all the pleaſures of the world, can effec. 


tually relieve, much leſs heal, a wounded ſpi- 
rit; diſcharge a heavy-laden ſoul of its bur- 
then; or ſatiate, or even flake, the feveriſh 


thirſt of the heart. But there is a balm in 


the. goſpel Gilead; there is 2 Phyſician 
there. || Jeſus is the Lord the Healer. 1 He 


hath pitied us in our low eſtate, He hath 


left his glorious heaven, and come into our 
world to fave ſinners; to heal the . wounded 
ſpirit with the balm of his own blood; to 
e bind up the broken-hearted,” to cheer the 


_ faint, to encourage the deſpairing, to ſatiate 
be the weary ſoul, and to repleniſh every ſor- 


5 rowful ſoul.” + Bleſſed be that Saviour who 
hath conſidered the poverty and fickneſs of 


wretched and helpleſs ſinners. F Have we felt 


our miſery, and applied for his mercy ? Then 
let us aſcribe to him all our praiſe; and 


„. vii. 18, || Jer. viii. 22. 7 Exod. xv. 6. : Jer, xxxi. 25. 


4 The late learned biſhop Horne, with many other commen- 


 tators, applies the pſalm from which the text is taken, to the 


Meſſiah. Chriſt himſelf quotes the ninth verſe as a prophecy 
fulfilled in the treachery of Judas. See John xiii. 18. a 


learn 


a „ „ 1 = i 9 I © © 4 
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learn from his example, and from our experi- 


ence of his compaſſion, to commiſerate thoſe 


who till remain in that unhappy ſtate from 
which we have been delivered. 

But the preſent occaſion leads our atten- 
tion chiefly to thoſe who are afflicted with 
bodily maladies; the odious progeny of the 
monſter Sin. Who can preſent us with a 
complete catalogue of human diſeaſes? who. 
can paint them in all their hideous forms? 
who can deſcribe their intolerable parigs ; 
and their difirefling, dreadful, and deſtrue- 


tive effects on perſons and families? chang- 
ing beauty into deformity ; the freſhneſs of 


youth, and vigour of health, into ghaſtly 
meagreneſs, and helpleſs debility; deſtroying 
all reliſh for the enjoyments of life; cauſing to 
ſeek death, though not able to find it, and to 
defire to die, while death flees from them.* 
Enter the chambers of the fick. Hear them 
cry. in the morning, Would God it were 
„even!“ and at even, Would God it were 
e morning !” + Survey the wards of hoſpitals; 
take a glance of the unhappy beings there : 
—Scenes ſuch as the archangel is repreſented 
18 Milton as + ſhoving to Adam :— 


* Rev. ix. 6, + Deut. xxviii. 67. 
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4. Before his eyes appear d, fad, noiſome, dark, 

« A lazar-houſe it ſeem'd, wherein were laid 

„Numbers of all qſcaſed, all maladies 
Of ghaſtly ſpaſm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-ſick agony, all feverous kinds, | 

« Convulfions, epilepſies, fierce catarrhs, 

« Inteſtine ſtone and ulcer, colic pangs, 

© Demoniac phrenſy, moping melancholy, 
And moon-fſtruck madneſs, pining atrophy, 

« Maraſmus, and wide waſting peſtilence, 

« Dropſies, and aſthmas, and joint-racking rheums. 
Dire was the toſſing, deep the groans; Deſpair 
* Tended the ſick, buſieſt from couch to couch; 

« And over them triumphant Death his dart 

A _— but delay'd to ſtrike, ** oft invok 


4 Diſeatiog, 8 as ſuch ſcenes are, 
they might not be without their uſe. It were 
well for thoſe who deny the fall of man, who 
make a mock at fin, * to look upon ſuch ob- 


jects as theſe. Would not this, if any thing 


human could, bring conviction. home to their 
hearts, and cauſe them to exclaim, Worſt 
«© of evils, what haſt thou done? — Would it 
not be well for the gay, the trifling, the vain, 
and eſpecially for the intemperate and vicious, to 
ſee, in ſome of theſe inſtances, how ſoon their 


* Prov. xiv. 9. 


falſe 


ry 
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falſe and fooliſh mirth may be exchanged for 
groans, — tbeir comelineſs defaced, —and the 
effects of their ruinous courſes marked by 
emaciated and reproachful deformity. 

Diſeaſes and wounds are very painful, and 
very diſguſting, even amidſt all the accommo- 
dations of affluence. What then muſt be the 
ſtate of thoſe, who are filled and covered with 
loathſome diſtempers, and at the ſame time ſur». 


rounded and beſet with all the miſeries of 


poverty; who lie, coiled up and uneaſy, on 
a © bed ſhorter than that they can ftretch 

« themſelves on it,” and where © the. covering 
« 1s narrower than that they can wrap them- 
« ſelves in it: * who are in want of fuel, 


nouriſhment, medicine, wholeſome changes, at- 


tendance, and every accommodation { Many 
of you, from your ſituation in life, can ſcarce 
imagine what they behold, whom duty or 


kindneſs calls into ſuch ſcenes as theſe ; 


what the ſick and the poor ſuffer, from min- 
gled pain and indigence. Such are the on- 
JECTS recommended to your attention. 


1 proceed to the NATURE OF THE REGARD 
we are to ſhow to the sick and the roor. 


* Iſaiah xxviii. 20. 
| „ Bleſſed - 
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2 Bleſſed 18 be that confidereth,” that is, en- 
'deavours to | underſtand, enters into, commi- 
ſerates, and © prudently attendeth to,” * their 
afflicted caſe. Let me recommend this im- 
portant Chriſtian duty to you. 


It includes condeſcending notice, patient at- 


tention, and inquiſitive inveſtigation ; in op- 
poſition to careleſs indifference, and unfeel- 
ing diſregard. Some are too indolent to 


be rouſed, or too delicate to have their enjoy- 
ments palled by the fight or found of human 


| miſery ; others too buſy in their farms or mer- 


chandiſe; ſome have too many faſhionable and 
pleaſurable engagements on their hands, to ſpare 
time to attend to the diſtreſſes of thoſe around 
them; others are too elevated to look down upon 


the mean and the unhappy ; and many are con- 
tented with receiving the intereſted or partial 


reports of others. But ſurely this . ſort of in- 
conſideration muſt be the bane of that lower 
branch of charity, called humanity. It is quite 
the reverſe of that compaſſionate attention, which, 
when in affliction, we with from our fellow-crea- 
tures, and implore of the bleſſed God. Then, are 
we not ready to urge that pathetic plea of the Pſal- 


_ miſt: ronx thee unto me, and have mercy upon 


* Rendered ſo by the learned Ainſworth : ws his Com. in loc. 


7”, kia, AS ») VÞFy+ 


ne, 


. 


« me, for I am deſolate and afflicted : the 


© troubles of my heart are enlarged : Look 
% upon my affliction and my pain.” * Ah! 


Sirs, were the glorious Majeſty of Heaven to 


be indifferent to us; were He to be ſo 
wholly employed in his celeſtial concerns, as to 
diſregard our meaner affairs; were He to be ſo 


enveloped in the enjoyment of his own hap- 
pineſs, —ſo abſorbed in his own grandeur,—as 


to refuſe his notice and compaſſion; what 
ſhould we poor, ſinful, periſhing mortals 
do? Inſtead of this, we read that * the 
* eyes of the Lord run to and fro through 


» out the whole earth;” + as if he were in- 
ceſſantly employed in noticing every object : 
that he humbleth himſelf to behold the 2 


that are in the heaven and the earth; 
and “ though the Lord be high, yet hath 
* he reſpect unto the lowly.” $_ 

Tender commiſeration, and the warm emo- 
tions of generofity, are implied in the  conſide- 
ration recommended in the text. Many negle& 
the afflicted, through that ſordid avarice which 
freezes up the heart. Afraid of hearing or ſeeing 
caſes of human miſery, they are ready to kindle in- 


* PC. xxv. 16—18. + Pf, cxiu. 6. 
+ II. Chron, xvi. 9. & Pf, cxxxviii. 6, 


c2 | to 


— 
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to anger, when urged to compaſſion ; ; have re- 
courſe to every mean and pitiful ſubterfuge, 
to hide a temper themſelves are aſhamed to 
look at; and form every excuſe for keeping 
their hearts and purſes cloſed. Should there 
be any ſuch here, I will lead him to a ſo- 
lemn inquiry. Let him put it to his own 
© conſcience. *© Whoſo hath this world's good, 
* and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhut- 
„e teth up his bowels of compaſſion from him, 
* HOW DWELLETH THE LOVE OF GOD IN 
e HIM? * Whatever be his profeſſion. of 
religion, doth the love of God dwell in his 
heart at all? Or if it doth, how coldly does 
the celeſtial inhabitant W fewble is 
its influence! . 

The confideration here des, ſhould. be 
liberal and extenſive. In the exerciſe of cha- 
rity, we ſhould reſemble the ſun, or rather 
its great Author, who diffuſes the rays of his 
goodneſs all around, Immediate connexions, 
perſonal deſervings, partial attachments, and 
party diſtinctions, are not to prevail in this 
buſineſs. The creature in miſery, is a FELLOW- 
MAN. He is ſick, or wounded. His neceſſity calls 
for my relief. Shall I firſt of all aſk whether he 


* I. John iii. 17. 


( wg ) 


is a Jew or a Samaritan, —whether he can 
pronounce my Shibboleth or not? No. His 
diſtreſs entitles him to my aſſiſtance; though 
he differ in his creed, or in his mode of re- 


3 ligion. The work we are upon this day, is, 


in the language of the Circular Letter, “ a 
© work of GENERAL HUMANITY : the benefits 


© furniſhed to the poor by this hoſpital, are 


« ſupplied without diſtinction of religion, ſe, 
4 0 1 it is a 1128 work of common 
concern.“ 

Our beneficent Maſter has taught us this great 
duty of diffuſive charity: replying to the crafty 
queſtion, © Who is my neighbour?” , * A certain 
% MAN,” probably a Jew, © fell among thieves ; 
* which ſtripped him of his raiment, and wounded 
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And 
« by chance there came down a certain prieſt 
« that way; and when he ſaw him, he paſſed 
« by on the other ſide: and likewiſe a Levite, 
« when he was at the place, came,” and even 
“ looked on him;” but not knowing the ſtran- 
ger, feeling no particular intereſt in him,“ paſ- 


* ſed by on the other ſide, But a certain 


% Samaritan,” one of another nation, of a dif- 


ferent party in religion, between whom and 


the Jews there was no es intercourſe, * N 


Al 


* Jon iv. % 
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and ſometimes bitter enmity, * ©& as he jour- 
© neyed, came where he was; and when he 


* ſaw him, * compaſſion on him.” F The 


language of this affecting narrative is,—* Be 
« ye all of one mind, having eompaſſion one 
cc of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
& courteous.” * 

Our ods to the poor ck the fick, 
ſhould be active and efficient, prompt and ſpeedy. 
If a brother or fiſter be naked, and deſtitute 


of daily food,” or if diſeaſed, © and one of 


ce you ſay, —Depart in peace, be ye warmed, 


and be ye filled,” and be ye healed, © not- 


& withſtanding ye give, them not thoſe things 
« which are needful to the body,—what doth 
« it profit?” & See the good Samaritan. © He 
© went to the wounded, gaſping, and help- 
leſs traveller; © he hound up his wounds, pour- 
c ing in oil and wine; and ſet him on his 
& own beaſt, and brought him to an inn, and 
& took care of him: and on the morrow, when 
ce he departed, he took out two pence, || and 
% gave it to the hoſt, and ſaid unto him, Take 


care of him; and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt 


„Lake ix. 5134. 1 1. Peteriii. 8. 
+ Luke x. go—33- 9 James ii. 15, 16. 


| il Almoſt eight times as much as the ſum of the fame de. 


domination among us. 
© more, 


F 


CE} 
> more, when I come again, I will repay 
T thee.” 
Here were no empty pe neus of kind- 
neſs, no heſitation, no dangerous delay, no 
ſparing of himſelf, no grudging of attention, 
time, or perſonal eaſe. What he had, he 
gave ;—his money, his ſkill, his. kind and 
watchful care during the night, and his pru- 
dential charge to the hoſt, and engagement with 
him, when neceſſity called him away. Let 
us go and do likewiſe, as we have power and 
opportunity. It is impoſſible to lay down 
particular rules reſpecting this important duty, 
adapted to every ſituation. But it is highly 
deſirable, that the ſick and the poor ſhould 
be perſonally viſited. Thus we may learn their 
true ſituation, and the nature of the affiſtance 
they need. If poor ourſelves, yet favoured 
with health, we may afford them tendance ' 
and perſonal help; to, ſooth their anguiſh, 
and give them ſome meaſure of comfort and 
reſt; and though we have little pecuniary 
aid to beſtow, we may make known their 
caſe to thoſe who have more. Has Provi- 
_ dence intruſted us with affluence, how can a 
portion of it be better employed, than for their 
relief, adminiſtered under our own eye and 
direction? The benefit alſo derived from the 
prudent. caution and counſel of judicious * 
; viſi- 


ES 


viſitants in a ſick chamber, are ſometimes not 


ſmall to the patients. themſelves, and to their £ 
families . and attendants. Are you favoured 


with religious knowledge and experience, in 
your converſe with the afflicted, ſuggeſt a word 
of inſtruction, advice, or comfort, as their cha- 


racer or caſe may need. Endeavour to enlighten 


the ignorant mind, to awaken the ſleeping con- 


ſcience, to recommend a compaſſionate Saviour to 


the diſtreſſed and wounded in ſpirit. Remind 
afflicted | believers of the inexpreſſibly keen 
agonies endured by their ſuffering Redeemer, 
when he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 


and bruiſed for our jniquities ; * when 6e 


of reſting on his bed, he was racked on 


croſs; inſtead of being ſoothed by 1 


thizing friends, his pains were mocked by 
cruel enemies; inſtead of a pleaſant, refreſh- 


ing draught, in his exquiſite thirſt, they gave . 
him vinegar to drink, mingled with gall. Call 


up to their remembrance his patience and re- 
ſignation. Tell them how meekly he died, 


and that be is alive again, and is touched 


with the feeling of our infirmities. F Help 


them to recollect the gracious promiſes of 
the ſupport and conſolations of his Spirit; and 


that, when they are abſent. from the body, they 


„ Ifaiab lin. 5. ' +. Hebrews iv. 15. 


' ſhall 


6 


ſhall be preſent with the Lord. Join alſo 
with them in prayer, and call for the elders: 
of the church, and let them pray over them. t 
Does prudence forbid perſonal viſits ? you 
may employ ſome ſuitable and confidential 
perſons to be your repreſentatives. Send to 
them a pious miniſter, a ſkilful phyſician, a 
careful nurſe, or a faithful friend. You may alſo 


provide medicine or nouriſhment, raiment or 


other covering; and with all, and after. all, 
recommend them to the care and bleſſing of 
God, in your prayers. 
People are frequently ſo fituated and em- 
ployed, as to have little opportunity and dus : 
individ to help the fick and poor. But, 
then, much good may be done by co-operation. 
Hence clubs and friendly ſocieties, compoſed of 
artificers, and. poorer tradeſmen, by their little 
weekly ſubſcriptions while in health, have 
raiſed confiderable funds, for the relief of 
thoſe members who became ſick and diſabled. 
Hence diſpenſaries have been eſtabliſhed in 
great cities, and more private aſſociations, ſuch 
E. thoſe entitled „The Sick Man's Friend, 
The Dorcas Society, Ke. But, above 
all, counTY and GENERAL HOSPITALS 
haye the firſt claim upon the notice of 
the benevolent ; ; ha a in them the fick 


. and 
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and poor are ed at nuch le fs angirnce; than 
they can be any other way; they have the 
inſpection and advice of ſkilfut men; they are 
under proper diſcipline and regimen; they en- 
joy food, medicine, nurſing, cleanlineſs, and 
quiet, without any coſt, and without hindering . | 
the labour, and occupying the time, of their 
poor relations and friends, at home. To re- 
commend the COUNTY HOSPITAL AT wWIN- 
CHESTER to your conſideration, is the prin» 
eipal object of this diſcourſe. 

From its firft inſtitution in 1736, to July, 
1798, there have been diſcharged ae ae 
thouſand, fix hundred, and forty-ſeven patients: 
that is, about froe a ee and twenty-ſix every year, 
on an average; by far the greater part of 
whom have been cured. Were it poſſible for 
you to ſee the perſons who have been cured, . 
even in one year, collected together, what an 
aſſemblage would they form! Could you hear 

the grateful among them thanking God, and 
imploring bleſſings on their benefactors, would 
it not make your hearts exult with pleaſure ? 
' Behold many, above five hundred, lately emaci- 
ated with pining ſickneſs, or diſabled by caſu- 
alties, now in full health and ftrength, re- 
ſtored to their nen returned to their uſual 


'* See the State of the County — with the ſixty- ſecond 
Public Report, &, from July 4, 1798, to July g, 1799. 
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labour, again providing for their offspring, and 


adding their ſhare to the general welfare of 


ſociety ! How great then has been the benefit, 
public as well as private, accruing from this cha- 


rity, during the long courſe of more than half a 


century! And ſhall ſuch an inſtitution be ſuf- 


fered to decline? It is painful to hear that it 


does, in any degree; and to obſerve that, in the 


courſe of the year commencing in July, 1798, 
there was a diminution of at leaſt one hundred 
cured, from the average of former years. And ſhall 
this diminution continue? Shall many poor crea- 
tures, who might be relieved, be permitted to 
languiſh in poverty and in pain,—their. fa- 


milies become burthenſome,—through the want | 


of a little joint exertion of the opulent ? 
Forbid it honour ! forbid it humanity ! forhid 
it policy and religion! As for you, my breth- 
ren, I know your willingneſs, But our num- 
bers and ability are comparatively ſmall : yet 
the conjunction of the ſlender ſtreams of our 
charity, and that of our neighbouring congre- 
gations, may contribute ſomewhat. to the, more 
copious river of general bounty. I need not 
remind you, that this is a matter of common 


concern. Look at the example of the bleſſed 


Saviour ; who, while he laboured in extend- 
ing the goſpel of the kingdom, healed all 
manner of ſickneſs and diſeaſe - among the 
people: thus teaching p* attention and con- 
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deren to the bodies as well as ** fouls 
of men. - 


Finally, attend to the BLEssEDNEss of thoſe 
who. conſcien tiouſly and compaſſionately con- 
fider the ſick and the poor. The Hebrew 
word is plural; implying the number and ua- 
rieiy of theſe bleſſings; and is frequently. uſed 


with an exclamation, importing their value and 


continuance. 

Here, however, it is neceſſary to diftinguith 
between true + benevolence - and its counter- 
feits. The effe# of beneficence, ſo far as 
it relates to our fellow-creatures, will be 


much the ſame, by whatever motives actu- 


ated. But TAE Loxp ſeeth not as man 
© ſeeth; for man looketh on the outward ap- 
te pearance, but THE Log p © looketh on the 
% HEART.” * The indulged aim, the great 
end kept in view, by which the mind is 


prevalently governed, is that which deter- 


mines the true nature of an action, in the 
preſence of the Lord, who weigheth the ſpirits. t_ 
All is not charity that paſſes by that lovely 
name, Though I beſtow all my goods to 
te feed (or to heal) the poor, 2 8 have not 
6 Os” it profiteth me 6 nothing.” 


#-I. Sam. xvi. 7. +.Proy; xvi. 2, + J. Cor, xiii. 3. 


To 


0 
To apply theſe obſervations t to the buſineſs 
before us. If a man ſubſcribe to the relief of 
others, from a merely ſelfiſh motive, becauſe him- 
ſelf may hereafter be in want, bath he not his 
reward, in his preſent hope, or, if he ſtand in 
need, in the future relief he may obtain ? Doth a 
| perſon contribute to the aſſiſtance of the ſick, 
under the idea of meriting any thing of God, 
. or: purchaſing his forfeited favour, or compen- 
ſating for guilt contracted, or 'procuring, a 
licence to perſevere in iniquity, no portion of 
the bleſſedneſs ſpoken of in the! text is his. 
Abbeys and - hoſpitals have been erected and en- 
dowed heretofore, as a ſort of compoſition with 
Heaven, for the crimes of their founders. And 
though the age of ſuperſtitign is gone, yet is 
it not to be feared, that too many imagine, even 
now, by facrificing a ſmall portion of ill-gotten 
riches, they may ſomehow atone for their vices, 
or procure an indulgence for continuing in 
ſin? But the hopes of ſuch charity as this, To 
far as reſpects the givers of it, «are built upon 
looſe and ſinking ſand, which will fail them 
in the day of trial, Such motives are abſurd ; for 
how can a little portion of this world's good. 
be of avail, to purchaſe, or deſerve, any thing 
at his hands, who is the Great Proprietor of 
the Univerſe; to whom we can only preſent 
what was before his own. Such motives are 
abaminable ; for they repreſent his fayour, which 
| 18 
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is # better than life,” as if procurablejby a bribe : 
they undermine the merit of the Redeemer, and 


attempt to make void the law of the holy and 
righteous Judge.“ Again, if oſtentation be the 


governing principle, it will corrupt and ſpoil all 


acts of charity, in the view of a holy God, and 
render them unacceptable to him. Take heed 


that ye do not your alms before men, to 


be ſeen of them; otherwiſe ye have no re- 
ce ward of your Father which is in heaven. 
Therefore when thou doeſt thine alms, do 
© not ſound a trumpet before thee, as the 
* hypocrites do in the ſynagogues, and in the 
e fireets, that they may have glory of men: 
* yerily I ſay unto you, They have their re- 
nt 0 

But that alone is genuine and acceptable be- 
neficence, which ariſes from unaffected compal- 


ſion to the wretched ; from a deep ſenſe of ob- 


ligation to the © kindneſs and PHILANTHROPY 


m 


of God our Saviour;” . and from a prin- 


* It is aſtoniſhing, that men of ſenſe and learning, and wh 
cannot be unacquainted with the Holy Scriptures, ſhould fo diſtort 
I. Peter iv. 8.—** Charity ſhall cover the multitude of ſins;: 
as if it intended, that beneficence to men wouid blot out our crimes 


from the ſight of a holy and righteous God: whereas, the ob- 


vious ſenſe of the paſſage is, that **fervent charity,“ prevailin 

* AMONG OURSELVES,” inſtead of expofing and magnifying each 
other's faults, would palliate and conceal them, as far as conſiſtent 
with reaſon and juſtice. See Prov. x. 12; from which this ſeems 
to be quoted by the apoſtle. | | 


+ Matt. vi. 1, 2. + Titus iii. 4. 


* 
hi 


. — . . , ene, + 
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ciple of affectionate obedience to bim as our 
Maſter and Lord. Thus St. Paul urges the 
Corinthians © to prove the ſincerity of their 
“love, in generous contributions for the 
poor, by this pathetic argument: © For ye 
* know the grace of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, 
that though he was rich, yet for your ſakes 
* he became poor, that 'ye through his po- 
« verty might be rich;” * and he ſpeaks of 
« liberal diſtribution, Nas a token of their 
ce profeſſed — unto the goſpel of 
56 Chriſt,” 1 | 

Numerous; various, hk and permanent, 
are the bleffings attached to thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of, and manifeſt, ſuch a generous, 
humble, evangelical charity. Pronounced by 
Chriſt to be truly happy (© Blefſed are the 
« merciful” ) they muſt be ſo. — There is a 
preſent heart-felt reward in doing good. © It 
« js better to give than to receive.” It makes 
us, in a degree, partaters of the felicity of 
the bleſſed God ; who rejoiceth over his people 
to do them good. f—lt is a comforting evi- 
dence of that faith which worketh by love, 
and which without works is dead, being alone; 
and of our keeping this commandment, That 


* II, Cor. viii. 8, g. 1 Jer. xxxii. 41. 
+ II. Cor, in. 1. * 3 8 James ii. 17. 
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« he Who Toveth. God, love his brother alſo.” * - 


Alt is acceptable to God: * To do good and to 


communicate, forget not; for with ſuch 


« ſacrifices God is well pleaſed.” 1 Add to all 
this, the exquiſite delight of the benevolent 
heart, at ſeeing or hearing of health and vigour 
reſtored to the diſeaſed and diſabled ! 

| Beſide the general preſent happineſs- an- 


- nexed to doing good, ſome ſpecial benefits are 
| promiſed in the text, to him who conſiders 


the poor. The Lord will deliver, him in 
time of trouble; the Lord will preferve him 


e and keep him alive; ; and he ſhall be bleſſed 


“ upon the earth.” Godlineſs, with all its 


fruits, is profitable unto all things 3 having 
be the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 


« that which is to come.” 1 The tranquil- 


lity of mind, which is the offspring of evan- 
gelical beneficence, muſt, in the nature of 


things, tend much to the preſervation of health. 
—As diſeaſe and death have been inflicted by 


the hand of a righteous God, on the profeſ- - 
ſors of religion, for deſpiſing the poor, among 
other offences (as was awfully exemplified in 


the church at Corinth d) may we not, on the 


ſame principle of retribution, argue, that the 


1. John iv. 21, + 1. Tim. iv. 8. 
+ Heb. xiii. 16. I Sel. Cor. xi. 20, to the end. 


truly 
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truly pious and benevolent are ſometimes 
| ſhielded from the © peſtilence that walketh 
ein darkneſs; and the deſtruction that waſteth 
* at noon day;” and are favoured with long 
life, for the advancement of God's glory, and 
the benefit of mankind? * It behoves us to 
ſpeak with great modeſty and caution on ſpe- 
cific judgments and mereies, inflicted or be- 
ſtowed, as the rewards: of juſtice or grace, on 
particular vices or virtues ; but we have ſeen | 
and heard, and our fathers have told us, of 
very remarkable inſtances of this kind. f 5 
But the moſt excellent and uſeful, they 
who are the ſalt of the earth, and the light 
of the world,“ 1 who diffuſe bleſſings on all 
around them, are not exempted from the gene- 
ral lot of ſinful mortals. Hear the devout 
David cry to his God, — O Lord, rebuke me 
not in thy wrath, neither chaſten me in thy 
< hot diſpleaſure. For thy arrows ſtick fait in me, 
and thy hand prefleth me ſore : there is no 


wh 


* See Pſalm xci. throughont. . 


F Benevolent perſons, who have gone to adminiſter relief to 
their fellow-mortals, afflicted with the moſt infeRious diſeaſes, in 
_ priſons, hoſpitals, lazarettos, as well as in private houſes ; as nurſes, 
phyſficians, miniſters, and friends; have been wonderfully protetted 
. infection. Many inſtances of this occurred in te great 
plague in England, 1665. 1 5 ; 


| + Matt. N 36- „ 
B | c ſound- 


F 


* ſoundneſs in my fleſh, becauſe of thine 
anger; neither is there any reſt in my bones, 
© becauſe of my fin.” * Behold the upright 
Job, who had been © eyes to the blind, feet to 
© the lame, and a father to the poor; and 

* who ſearched out the cauſe which he knew 
ce not, when he was at eaſe,—broken aſun- 
der, and ſhaken to pieces! How mourn- 
ly doth he complain, — I am made te 
& poſſeſs months of vanity; and weariſome 
* nights are appointed to me: when I lie 
“ down, I fay, When ſhall I ariſe, and the 
night be gone? and I am full of toffings 
o and fro, unto the dawning of the day.” || 
Shall F lead you, as it were, to the couch 
of the pious, zealous Hezekiah, that great 
benefactor to all Judah? There he lies in pi- 
ning ſickneſs, mourning like a dove, and 
pouring out his heart before the Lord. 7 
Lazarus, the friend of Jeſus, was fick; 1 Epa- 
phroditus, the zealous and beloved fellow-labourer 
of the apoſtle Paul, was nigh unto death. 8 
And. thus the zealous miniſter, the able and 
kind phyſician, the uſeful, benevglent, inde- 
" fatigable attendant on the poor, when their 
Hour was come, have been laid on the bed of 


Pl. xxxviii. 1-3. | Job xxix. 15, and xvi. 12, and vii. 3, 4. 
7 Ifaiah- xxxviii. 12, 14. + John xi. 1. 5 Phil, ii. 27. 


lan- 
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languiſhing. And fo, unleſs ſuddenly ſnatched. 
away by death, muſt we be. Yes: we 
may ſoon become helpleſs as infants, unable 
to riſe from our bed, or to turn ourſelves 
in it. But, then, God has promiſed to his 
people, that as their day is, ſo their ſtrength 
„ ſhall be.”* © The Lord will ſtrengthen him 
who compaſſionates the poor, © upon his bed 
* of languiſhing. Thou wilt make, (or turn) 
c all his bed in his ſickneſs” How con- 
deſcending and expreflive an image of a 
divine Saviour's pity, care, and aid ! He will 
vit his fick ſervant, wherever he may be, 
whether in a palace or cottage ; whether lying 
on his ſoft couch or uneaſy pallet. 4 He 
„will be with him in trouble.” 1 Like a 
friend or brother he will watch over him, * 
ſympathize with him. Tea with parental ten- 
derneſs will his bowels yearn. 1 In all his af. 
« fliction, Hz is afflicted.“ In his providence the 
Lord will raiſe up and diſpoſe kind and ſuitable 
perſons to n him; for © the merciful ſhall 
* obtain mercy.” Thus will Hz ſmooth his 
tireſome bed. He will alſo ſupport and ſtreng- 
then his foul, and he i beneath him his own 


* Deut. xxxiii. 25. + Pſalm ciii. 13, B lxvi. 1g. 
See margin of the Bible. 3 Ifaiah Ixiii. 9- 
& Pſalm xci. 15. | 
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everlaſting arms; * that his * faith may not fail,” 


and that © patience may have her perfect work.” t 
Thus, while they who have fled from God, 
e who have aſſembled themſelves for corn and 
* wine, and withheld pity from the poor, 


tt howl,” with horror, and agony, and unſub- 


dued rebellion of ſpirit, upon their beds, 4 


his children are enabled to “ reſt in the Lock, 


J 


« and wait patiently for him; & to lie ſub- 
miſſive beneath his hand; and to ſay,— 
*© Whatever J ſuffer, it is my heavenly Father's 
will. Here am I. Let him do to me as 


. ſeemeth good unto him.“ 


As another proof of the blefſedneſs ſpoken of | 
in. the text, we may obſerve the frequent reſtora- 
tion of benevolent and uſeful perſons to health, 

when the world has been threatened with 
their removal and loſs, . Thus, in the ſe- 


cond verſe, —** The Lord will preſerve him, 


and keep him alive; and he ſhall be bleſſed 


<< upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver 
* him unto the will of his enemies.” How 


remarkably was this accompliſhed in the caſe 


of king Hezekiah, who was ſo eminently uſe- 


ful to his country, and to the church 'of God. 
“ 'The Lord recovered him, and made him to 


* Deut. xxxiii. 27. 9 Pfalm xxxvii. 7. 
1 James. i. 5 II. Sam. xv. 26. 
+ Hoſea vii. 13, 14. £ | 
hve : 


d 


( \#6 


ec live :—Behold, for peace, he ſays, © I had 
* great bitterneſs; but thou haſt in love to 
* my ſoul (or life), delivered it from the pit 


* of corruption.” * Job, David, Epaphroditus, 5 


are other ſtriking inſtances of the ſame kind, re- 
corded in the ſacred oracles. A ſovereign God 
hath oftentimes heard and graciouſly anſwered 
humble petitions preſented to him, to ſpare valu- 
able and uſeful lives. The prayer of faith,” 
offered with ſubmiſſion, in the 'name of Jeſus, 
under the direction of the word, and influence 
of the Spirit, is the appointed, and has been not 
ſeldom the honoured, means of ſaving the ſick ; 
and the Lord has raiſed him up.” The effectu- 
s al fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
* much.” F While it is no little oalamity to 
lie under the curſe and abhorrence of the 
people, for withholding corn, 4 or any other 
ſpecies of oppreſſion,—it is a privilege of un- 
ſpeakable value, to have the bleſſings im- 
plored by the pious, however poor, to come 
upon us. \ 

But, when lem and heart fnalh fail, 
tien God is the ſtrength of his people's 
© hearts.” | When nature ſinks, he is near, to 
adminiſter the © ſtrong conſolations“ % of his * 5 


* Iſaiah xxxviii. 16, 17. § Job xxix. 13. 


+ James v. 13, 16. Pf. lxiii. 26. 
+ Prov. xi. 26, and xxiv. 24. 1 Heb, vi. 18. 
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cious promiſes. He gives them a hope full 
of immortality, They exult in the proſpect 
of eternal glory, and ſometimes ſing aloud 
on their dying beds. Much difference 
may ſometimes be obſerved, between the laſt 
hours of the man who honoured the Lord 
with his ſubſtance, and regarded and affified 
the afflicted, and him who was penurious, in- 
conſiderate, and unfeeling. The bed of the latter 
has been ſown with thorns; his views have been 
dark; and tho' his ſoul may be ſaved through | 
grace, it is “ ſo as by fire.” F While the former, 
tho' he diſdains all truſt in what he has done, 
| hath an evidence of grace, whereby © he knows 
that he is of the truth, and affures his heart 
* before God. t And so an entrance is mi- 
„ niſtered unto him abundantly, into the ever- 
* laſting. kingdom of our Lord and _— 
* Jeſus Chriſt.” 

he bleſſedneſs bite in the text, "et 
not ceaſe with mortal life, but is, immediately 
after the diſſolution of the body, perfected in 
deliverance from all trouble, and crowned with 
the complete felicity of the ſoul, in a ſeparate 
ſtate. The righteous man periſheth,” in the 
account of an unbelieving world, and 1 no man 


* Pſalm cxlix. 5. | + I. John ui. 19. 
+ I. Cor. ui. 15. S IL; Feb, 1. tt» 
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« layeth it to heart; and mereiful men are 


taken away, none conſidering that the righ- 


* teous are taken' from the evil to come.” 
But: © he all enter into peace.“ For, © Bleſ- 
© ſed are the dead that die in the Lord, from 
« henceforth; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they 


© may reſt from their labours; and their works 


do follow them.” F Abſent from this vile 
body, full of diſeaſe and pain, but preſent 
with the Lord, 4 in that ſtate, where © the 
4 inhabitant ſhall no more ſay, I am ſick:“ 
where the wicked ceafe from YO and 
“ the weary are at reſt.” 

This bleſſedneſs ſhall be publicly dene 
and fully conferred on the whole perſon, the 


_ raiſed body again united to the ſoul, by the 6xxaT 


JUDGE of the world, in the preſence of an aſſem- 


bled univerſe, at the laſt day. Then, while the 
bobſtinately penurious, the ſelfiſh, the avaricious, 


the hard-hearted, the deſpiſers and oppreſſors of 
the poor and wretched, ſhall ſtand abaſhed and 


trembling, ready to be condemned and rejec- 


ted, at the left hand,—® the s0on or Max, 
* ſeated on the throne of his glory,” ſhall ac- 


knowledge, with ſmiles of gracious approbation 


and acceptance, the compaſſion and benevolence 
which had been ſhown by his diſciples, in the ſmal- 


* Iſaiah lvii. 2, 2. + Rev. zv 13. I. Cor. v. 8. 
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leſt inſtances, unto his bfethren, for his ſake : not as 


the purchaſe of his favour, not as the ground of their 


acceptance, but as the evidences and fruits of their 
buffible faith, which received and relied upon his 


facrifice and righteouſneſs; and as an open proof 


of the ſincerity of their love to him, though 
ſometimes queſtioned by their own modeſt fears, 
and often denied or ridiculed by ſcoffing men 


in the preſent. ſtate. Then ſhall the King ſay 


„% unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
« bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
« prepared for you from the foundation of the 
« world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave 
„me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
« drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 


0 in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was 


„ SICK, AND YE VISITED ME; I was in 
% priſon, and ye came unto me. O the 
honour, the joy, the tranſport, reſulting from 
this acknowledgment, this invitation, this be- 

nedifizon, pronounced by a condeſcending and 


- ſmiling Judge! O the rapture, amid the ac- 


elamations of millions, of following him into 


life eternal, and being ever with him! 


Take then, my brethren, a review of this 
bleſſedneſs; ſo great, ſo various, ſo valuable 


* Matt, xxv. 31, to the end. 
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and permanent; to be enjoyed in the body 
and in the mind, in life and in death, in the 
ſeparate ſtate, in the awful day of judgment, 
and throughout all the ages of eternity : :—and 
then ſeriouſly aſk, whether it is not of the 
utmoſt moment for you to have the genuine 
root of all real and acceptable charity in 
yourſelves ;—I mean, a truly lively faith in 


dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, working by love, bring- 


ing forth fruits meet for repentance, and eſpeci- 


ally that grace (II. Cor. viii. 6) of conſidering the 
poor and the fick, which has been explained and 
inculcated this morning. Ye have now a happy 


opportunity of teſtifying, at once, your com- 
paſſion, your unoſtentatious beneficence, your 
diffuſive liberality, and your enlarged charity, 
your humble aim to pleaſe God, and your 
ardent deſire to be honoured by Chriſt, your 
gracious Saviour, at the laſt day, — by a 
generous ſubſcription for the aid of the covnTyY 


HOSPITAL. 


7. Baker, Printer; High-Street, Southampton. 
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